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EXAMINER' S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .3 12. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Mark Elchuck on 9/27/05. 

The appUcation has been amended as follows: 

claim 18, line 1, "The method os claim 18" has been changed to - The method of claim 

13-. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

2. he following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

The prior art fails to teach: Regarding Claim(s) 1, a method of deUvering a fastener to a 
workpiece comprising the steps of : disposing an automated machine and a fastener feed unit 
adjacent a first surface of the workpiece such that an electromagnetic clamping device of the 
automated machine is against the first surface; transmitting a signal to a control system of the 
fastener feed unit, the signal comprising a request for at least one fastener; positioning an 
unloading mechanism adjacent a fastener storage device within the fastener feed unit; 
removing at least one fastener from the fastener storage device and securing the fastener within 
the unloading mechanism; positioning the unloading mechanism adjacent at least one 
delivery conduit, and causing the control system to dehver the fastener through the 
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delivery conduit, through the automated machine, and into the workpiece; Regarding Ciaim(s) 5, 
a method of deUvering a fastener to a workpiece comprising the steps of : using the computer 
controlled machine to generate a locating signal; positioning a hand held device manipulated by 
an individual on a second side of said work piece; using the locating signal to enable the 
individual to position the hand held device at the desired location; using the computer controlled 
machine to generate a magnetic signal that clamps the hand held device to the second side of the 
work piece at the desired location, and using the computer controlled machine to perform the 
work operation at the desired location; Regarding Claim(s) 13, moving the machine to a desired 
location on the work piece where a work operation is to be performed on the work piece, 
delivering a desired type of fastener from a fastener supply source to the machine, and 
positioning a hand held device manipulated by an individual on a second side of the work piece; 
and communicating between the machine and the hand held device such that both are positioned 
in alignment with one another at said desired location, and when both of the machine and the 
hand held device are positioned at the desired location, using the tool of the machine and the 
hand held device to cooperatively perform the work operation on the work piece; Regarding 
Craim(s) 19, communicating between the computer controlled machine and an implement supply 
source, wherein a specific type of implement is requested by the computer controlled machine 
from the implement supply source, and wherein the implement supply source maintains a 
reservoir of differing types of implements, delivering at least one of the specific type of 
iniplement from the implement supply source to the tool of the computer controlled 
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machine when requested by the computer controlled machine, communicating locating signals 
between the computer controlled machine and an operator manipulated tool positioned on a 
second side of the work piece; using the locating signals to align the tool of the computer 
controlled machine with the operator manipulated tool at the desired location on the work piece, 
and using the tool of the computer controlled machine in concert with the operator manipulated 
tool to supply the specific type of implement to the work piece at the desired location ; 
Regarding Claim(s) 23, d) communicating between the computer controlled machine 
and an implement supply source, wherein a specific type of implement is 
requested by the computer controlled machine from the implement supply 
source, and wherein the implement supply source maintains a reservoir of 
differing types of implements, delivering the specific type of implement from the 
implement supply source to said tool of the computer controlled machine when 
requested by the computer controlled machine, communicating locating signals between the 
computer controlled machine and an operator manipulated tool positioned on a second 
surface of the work piece; using the locating signals to facilitate cooperation between 
the tool of the computer controlled machine and the operator manipulated tool 
in performing the work operation on the work piece at the desired location on the work piece; 
and using the tool of the computer controlled machine in concert with the operator manipulated 
tool to supply the specific type of implement to the work piece at the desired location in 
combination with the other elements of the claimed invention. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 



Application/Control Number: 10/732,884 



Page 5 



Art Unit: 3726 

fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John C. Hong whose telephone number is 571-272-4529. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F(07:00-16:30)First Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Bryant can be reached on 571-272-4526. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an appUcation may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 



system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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